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No one knows exactly the origin of this autographed photo. Sam Phillips 
says it was probably the early months of Elvis’ career at Sun Records 
because “he was always slicking his hair down then.” Bernard Lansky 
agrees, noting the felt collar sewed onto the coat Elvis is wearing. “We 
didn't let him wear things like that once we started outfitting him,” said 
Lansky. 
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The father of Charlie Torian Jr. took him backstage at the Overton Park Shell in Memphis the evening of 
July 30, 1954, to photograph his son with a performer — any performer! Spotting the handsome young 
man sitting on a float backstage, Torian had him pose with the youngster. “What's your name?” Torian, 
a Fire Department inspector, asked. “Elvis Presley,” the young man replied. “Are you famous?” Torian asked. 
“Not yet; Elvis replied. (But he was soon!) The youngster later became a Memphis police sergeant and 
on August 16, 1977, was assigned to guard Elvis’ body as it lay in state at Graceland. 
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One milestone to note you had “arrived” as an entertainer was to be invited to appear on WHBQ-TV's 
Saturday “Dance Party” in Memphis, hosted by Wink Martindale and Susan Bancroft, which Elvis did for 
the first time just before his July 4, 1956, charity concert at Russwood Park. Elvis appeared shy and sometimes 
his comments were inaudible as he answered Wink's many questions. The two remained friends for many 
vears afterward, while Susie married Jim Elder and is now living in Wyoming. 
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One of Elvis’ early romantic interests was Barbara Hearn, whom he dated in the mid-Fifties in Memphis. 
Shown above with Elvis and Dewey Phillips, Barbara appeared briefly in the Elvis movie, Loving 
You. Barbara and Elvis (also shown on next page) were the talk of gossip columnists. She was well- 
liked by Elvis’ mother, Gladys Love Presley, who admired Barbara's “down-to-earth” qualities. Bar- 
bara, now living in Florida, briefly penned an advice column for teenagers in a New York fan publication. 
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A lifetime pass to the Mid-South Fair in Memphis is presented to Anita Wood by the late Wallace 
Witmer, then-Fair president, in September 1957. Also on hand were Elvis, Anita's boyfriend at the 
time, and Ms. Patty, who not only worked at the Fair, but rented a room in her house to Anita. Following 
the presentation, Elvis and Anita roamed the midway of the Mid-South Fair, riding rides and tossing 
balls at bottles. Elvis won Anita a teddy bear that night. 
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All’s well that ends well. On the night of May 28, 1952, Arthur Groom was forced to fire Elvis from 
his job as a movie usher at Loew's State theater on South Main. The concession counter girl had 
given Elvis some candy free and another usher reported this violation. Elvis punched him out. They 
were both fired. Four years later, Groom presented Elvis with his Loew's State usher's uniform. 
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Elvis Trivia 


Elvis’ shoes were Size 13D. He was often embarrassed 
by the size of his feet. 

kkk 
Elvi’ middle name, Aaron, was in honor of a close 
Presley family friend in Tupelo, Miss. — Aaron Kennedy, 
himself a twin. 

* KKK 
Just before Elvis paid $102,500 for his Graceland man- 
sion in Whitehaven, the owners were ready to sell it to 
the Memphis YMCA for $35,000. Elvis paid $40,000 
as a down payment; got financing at 4 per cent interest. 

* kkk 
Contrary to popular mythology, Elvis was NOT work- 
ing as a truck driver for Crown Electric when he walked 
into Memphis Recording Service in June 1953 and paid 
$4 to record “My Happiness” and “That's Where Your 
Heartaches Begin” Instead, he was repairing small 
engines for M. B. Parker Co. on North Parkway, near 
his home. Marion Keisker, who recorded the two-sided 
acetate for Elvis, remembers he was wearing “grease- 
covered coveralls” that day. When Elvis returned the se- 
cond time to record, on January 4, 1954, he WAS work- 
ing at Crown Electric. 

**wx** 


Love Me Tender was the only film in which Elvis did not 
receive top billing. His salary for his first flick: $100,000. 
* kk k 


Elvis first paid gig as an entertainer may have been at 
a fraternity party at Arkansas State University in 
Jonesboro, Ark. He was paid $75. 

* k*k 


Elvis specifically asked RCA never to release the song, 
“Dominic,” from the Stay Away Joe soundtrack album. 
*KOK x 


A close Elvis friend says the King of Rock ’n Roll only 
allowed four performer friends to see his plush upstairs 
bedroom at Graceland. They were: Brian Wilson of the 
Beach Boys; Bill Medley of The Righteous Brothers; 
singer Roy Hamilton; and actor Nick Adams. 

kk kx 


Another myth exploded: Elvis was not dismissed from 
the Humes High School football team because he wore 
long sideburns and refused to have them trimmed. On 
his own, Elvis left the team because, he told the coaches, 
he needed to work after school to earn enough money 
to buy his lunch at school. 

kkk 


One of the persons most responsible for publicizing Elvis 
during his early years as a recording artist was Memphis 


Press-Scimitar columnist Robert S. Johnson. Despite a 
close friendship, Elvis never addressed the columnist as 
anything but “Mr. Johnson” 

**** 

Elvis had elaborate plans drawn to build his own recor- 
ding studio at Graceland. The studio was never built. 
xk x* 

Marion Keisker's nickname for Elvis in 1953: Timothy 

Sideburns. 

kk kx 
Elvis’ favorite Memphis restaurants: Leonard's, Chen- 
nault's, Pete & Sam's, and Western Lounge. 

E 
Elvis 1960 movie, Flaming Star, was originally titled 
Flaming Heart, then changed to Black Star, then, final- 
ly, to Flaming Star. Elvis recorded a title tune to the movie 
when it was called Black Star. It was released as a bootleg 
single in Europe in 1989. 

kk okok 
Elvis is thought to have first handled the controls of a 
private airplane in May 1960. 
The pilot: Bill E. Burk 

** KK 
Elvis’ role model as an entertainer while growing up in 
Tupelo was Mississippi Slim. 


Real name: Carvel Lee Ausborn. 

*x#wx**% 
Elvis paid Memphis Funeral Home slightly less than 
$20,000 for the funeral of his mother, Gladys Love 
Presley, who died August 14, 1958. 

**** 


Comedian Danny Thomas’ pet name for Elvis: Doll Face. 

**** 
Jack Adams, who sold the Circle G Ranch to Elvis in 
1967, almost sold Elvis a Boeing 707 jetliner in 1975. 
The deal fell through when Vernon Presley, Elvis’ father, 
objected to the ferrying charges to be billed for the 
demonstration flight. Instead, Elvis bought a Convair 880 
and named it the Lisa Marie. 

**** 
Elvis’ favorite color: Blue. 

**** 
The veterinarian for Graceland’s menagerie of animals, 
including a chimpanzee, was Dr. Ed Franklin. 

* kk 
Viva Las Vegas, starring Elvis and Ann-Margret, was 
banned on the island of Gozo, near Malta. 
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Elvis' local fame had grown by the time of his second appearance at the Overton Park Shell in Memphis on 
August 5, 1955. More than 4000 attended; hundreds were turned away from the Bob Neal Country Music Jam- 
boree, which also featured Johnny Cash, Webb Pierce, Wanda Jackson and 21 others. In one week's time, touring 
the Deep South, the Jamboree drew some 15,000 fans in five nights. Elvis was one hot hillbilly cat that night! 
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This song by Dewey Phillips and Elvis Presley never made the hit charts. The Dynamic Duo were joking around 
during Elvis’ sellout performance May 15, 1956, at Ellis Auditorium in Memphis. The concert was originally 
booked for the South Hall (capacity: about 2000), but sold out both North and South Halls (combined capacity: 
7000). Thousands more were turned away. Among those attending were “Mr. Elizabeth Taylor” (Eddie Fisher, 
Carrie's father), who entertained earlier that night at the arrival of the King and Queen of Cotton to kick off 
Cotton Carnival week in Memphis. 
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Two months later, on July 4, 1956, more than 7000 fans jammed historic old Russwood Park, to hear Elvis 
again. The crowds were beginning to get out of control. When Memphis Police Capt. Fred Woodward drove 
Elvis from his home on Audubon Drive to the baseball park, the screaming fans threw themselves at the police 
car. Woodward told them he was driving Elvis away and would return later. If they continued their wild conduct, 
he said, he would not bring Elvis back to the park. The conduct improved. Elvis donated proceeds from the 
concert to two Memphis charities. Hank Williams’ widow drove from Nashville to attend. 
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Elvis” fear of flying in the early days is well-known. After filming Jailhouse Rock in 
Hollywood, Elvis took a cross-country train home to Memphis, where hundreds of young 
fans joined Anita Wood in welcoming him back. This June 1957 arrival at Union Station 
in Memnhis was one of the last times Elvis would use the train as a means of travel. 


Despite being a normally shy person in public, Elvis and Anita Wood begin “kissy-facing” 
in front of his adoring fans at Union Station. A Memphis radio and TV personality, Anita 


had been introduced to Elvis by Cliff Gleaves. At Christmas, in 1957, Elvis gave her a 
toy French poodle as a gift. He named it Little Bit. 
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Elvis’ Valentine’s Day gift to Anita in 1958 was this necklace, with two hearts being pierced together by Cupid’s 
arrow. Departing from norm, Elvis signed the front of the card in the lower left heart. 
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INE'S DAY 


Elvis had hand-picked the Valentine card at Goldsmith’s, 123 South Main, in Memphis. The card was actually 
10% larger than this illustration. Notice how he signed both pages. Talk of a serious romance was on everyone's 
tongues. 
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Backstage, prior to his Sept. 27, 1957, concert at the Mississippi-Alabama Fair and Dairy Show in Tupelo, Elvis 
was asked if he had plans to marry Anita. With straight face, Elvis replied: “I haven't found the right girl yet” 
Then he turned and looked straight at Anita, who blushed. Cliff Gleaves is standing next to Anita. Elvis donated 
proceeds from this concert to building the Elvis Presley Youth Recreation Center in Tupelo. On October 3, 1945, 
Elvis, at this same fair, had sung “Old Shep” in a youth talent contest. He won second place, $5 and free admis- 
sion to all the fair's rides. It is widely believed Elvis proposed marriage to Anita immediately prior to his U.S. 
Army departure for West Germany; but Tom Parker, his manager, stepped in to convince Elvis that, for his careers 
sake, he should remain single at this time. For years afterward, Elvis kept a photo of Anita on his dresser. Anita 
later married former Ole Miss and NFL football star Johnny Brewer. 
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lupelo, Mississippi 


Elvis sang so that others could play. The scene is the Mississippi-Alabama Fair and Dairy Show 
in Tupelo, September 27, 1957, where Elvis performed without charge so a youth recreation center 
could be built for Tupelo youngsters. More than $25,000 in proceeds went to the center. Shown 
with him are The Jordanaires, whom Elvis had met backstage at an Eddy Arnold concert during 
the Cotton Carnival in Memphis in 1954. He told them then, “If I ever cut a record, I want 
to use y'all singing background with me” That happened July 2, 1956, on Elvis hit single, “Hound 
Dog” At right is Hank (Sugarfoot) Garland, who had recently been hired to replace the departed 
Scotty Moore. 
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When Shelby United Neighbors kicked off its fund drive to raise charitable funds for numerous agencies 
in the Memphis area, what better person in 1958 to kickoff the drive on WMC-TV than Elvis Presley, already 
known as the most charitable entertainer in U.S. history. Elvis willingly obliged, appearing before the 
cameras to ask community support; then making a generous contribution of his own to get the drive started. 
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Talking Safety 


Iwo years earlier, in 1956, WKNOJV needed a celebrity to help promote “Safety Hit Parade,’ a 30-minute 
public television kids’ program on safety in the home, school and on the streets. Some station officials 
suggested Elvis would be ideal for this role; others feared he was “too big" to do such a menial thing. 
Still, they invited him, and — surprise! — Elvis agreed to appear free. Imagine, Memphis youngsters get- 
ting safety lessons from Elvis! 
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The 
Ed Sullivan 
Show 


On the last of three appearances on the Ed Sullivan Show—January 6, 1957, aired from New York's CBS-TV studio 
—Elvis clowns around before the show with Brazilian singer Leny Eversong and Sullivan. The “Great Stone Face,” 
as Sullivan was known, had earlier said he would never allow Elvis on his show; but, on seeing Elvis’ ratings on 
other shows, paid $50,000 for three appearances. The first appearance, on September 9, 1956, scored an unheard-of 
82.6 on the Trendex ratings! On this 1957 show, Elvis was shown only from the waist up due to negative responses 
from his earlier appearances. 
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When Elvis finally did arrive at the Russwood Park concert on July 4, 1956 (see page 13), the crowd was so 
well behaved that Capt. Woodward needed only the help of Patrolemen V.K. (Porky) Lane (next to Elvis) and 
L. K. (Ducky) Lawhorn. Elvis, working free, contributed some $13,500 to the Memphis Press-Scimitar's Cynthia 
Milk Fund and to the Variety Club's Home for Convalescent Children. At Russwood, Elvis gave young Memphis 
fan Roger Fakes a $600 ring. Many of the 7000 fans began arriving at the baseball park at 9 a.m., bringing their 
lunches with them. Gates opened at 5:30 p.m.; show started at 8. 
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A somber-faced young fan gets a farewell hug from Elvis on the night of March 23, 1958, at Graceland. 
The next day, Elvis would be one of 13 recruits leaving Memphis to report for Army duty at Fort Chaffee, 
Ark. From a reported $400,000 a month, Elvis' income was suddenly and drastically reduced to $78 
a month! Elvis expressed grave concern that his career may be ended by a two-year Army absence, 
but this was not to prove true. On September 22, 1958, Elvis sailed for duty in West Germany aboard 


the USS General Randall. (ln 1954, author Bill E. Burk has sailed home aboard the Randall from Air 
Force duty in Japan.) 
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Elvis 
in 
Germany 


From October 1958 to March 1960, Elvis lived in a rented house in Bad Nauheim, West Germany, 
driving to and from duty in a sports car. While on duty, Elvis was treated like any other soldier. He 
served many cold days and nights in the snow on maneuvers near the Czechoslovakian border. But 
when he came home, hundreds of young German fans were always there to greet him and Elvis 
courteously spent countless hours with them. He must have been photographed 50,000 times in 
and around his house in Bad Nauheim. One collection of Elvis snapshots in Germany covered the 
entire length of an 8-foot wall, some 50-feet long, in an Elvis museum in Sweden in 1985! As at the 
Graceland gates in his early years of stardom, Elvis always found time to talk and be with his many 
fans. While Elvis (like any otĥer soldier) was not overly fond of Army duty, he was particularly fond 
of Germany and his hordes of German fans. 
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During 1959, Elvis agreed to a contest whereby the winner would win a date with him. The lucky 
winner was Fraulein Rosemarie Jasper of Osnabruck, West Germany. Here, Rosemarie appears too 


thrilled to even talk when Elvis showed up to take her out for the evening. . .a natural reaction, 
one would guess. 
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Even when Elvis (note the insulated underwear below his 
uniform shirt) went out to collect his mail, the young German 
fans were there to be photographed and get autographs. This 

young man appears in many of the 1959 photos. 
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Elvis, in the spit-and-polish tanker's uniform of the U.S. Army's 
32nd Tank Battalion, pays a visit to a battlefield monument at 
Helden, West Germany, site of a World War | battle. 
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PRESLEY, 
Pvt. Elvis A. 
US 53310761 


Elvis' platoon sergeant in the 32nd Tank Battalion, Ira Jones, right, gives the King of Rock 'n Roll 
and PFC Conway some quick lessons on map orientation across the top of a jeep in the field. Elvis 
chauffeured Jones’ jeep at their Freidburg, West Germany, base. Because of Elvis’ celebrity, the U. S. 
Army posted a number of “Do” and Don't” rules regarding how non-commissioned and commis- 
sioned officers could treat Elvis. The Army feared many in these ranks would take advantage of Elvis” 
lower position in the ranks so they could write home with such things as “I had Elvis shining my 
shoes today? which was one of the “Don'ts” 
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A dapper Elvis in Paris. He truly loved the City of 
Lights, but more its people, and more particularly its 
show business people. 
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Elvis 
in 
Paris 


During his Army tour of duty in West Germany, 
Elvis didn't get many opportunities to visit the more 
famous places. One exception was Paris. 

Elvis loved Paris. On his first week-long trip there, 
he took his friends, Lamar Fike, Rex Mansfield and 
Charlie Hodge, with him. The second time, which 
began as a week's stay and was extended, he added 
Joe Esposito to the entourage. Both times were 
memorable. 

“The first time? recalls Fike, “Elvis was pretty much 
left alone. He could walk up the Champs Elysees 
without being bothered all that much. 

“We stayed at the Place de Gaulle Hotel. We had 
a suite of three or four rooms. It was really first class. 
Jean Aberbach (head of Hill and Range Music Co., 
Elvis' publishing company) had set it up for us, along 
with a limousine to take us around and show us the 
sights” 

These sights included the Louvre, the palace at 
Versailles, the Arc de Triomphe and, of course, the 
Eiffel Tower. 

But Elvis, being a night person by nature and an 
entertainer through and through, much preferred the 
night life of Paris! 


During both stays, Elvis frequented the Lido, Place 
Pigalle and the Folies Bergeres. 

“Elvis loved the Lido” says Fike. “He would go 
there every night and after the shows were over, he 
would go with the stars of the show to Le Bantu 
Club, an after-hours club where entertainers hung 
out. He was with show biz types and he really en- 
joyed their company” 

Elvis dated some of the showgirls, but nothing 
serious ever came from these social interludes. 

Having been a lover of gospel music most of his 
life, Elvis took a shine to the Golden Gate Singers, 
a black quartet appearing at the Folies. He went to 
hear them often. 

Following his second visit to Paris, Elvis rented a 
limousine to drive him and his gang back to Bad 
Nauheim. Enroute, they passed through the city of 
Reims and spotted a Grand Prix auto race in pro- 
gress. Elvis ordered the limousine to stop atop a hill 
and he and the guys rooted ferverishly for the drivers 
below. 

(While not documented, it is said Elvis slipped 
privately back into Paris four or five more times to 
visit some of his entertainer friends.) 
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Elvis loved the night life of Paris, particularly the Lido and its showgirls. After the shows, he would 
accompany them to an after-hours club. 
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Arriving home from the Army on the morning of March 7, 1960, wrongly wearing the stripes of a 
Staff Sergeant, Elvis was greeted in the snow at Union Station by some 200 fans and a press corps 
armed with cameras and microphones. The most noticeable change was his weight—down from 182 
to 170. He said he had read some Western novels and Mad magazine while in Germany; that he had 
earned a Black Belt in Karate while overseas; and that his “real ambition is to develop as an actor. 
I want to do it my own way, using my own techniques and styles” The King was again on his throne. 
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“Elvis Quote = 


(On the movie, “Double Trouble”) I wasn't exactly James Bond in that movie, 


but then no one ever asked Sean Connery to sing while dodging bullets. 
**** 


If I had to find one place to live — just one — and it couldn't be Graceland, 


then it would have to be Hawaii. 
**** 


(On the photo taken when he was a little boy) I always remember that I had 
a peanut in my mouth when that photo was taken. 
**** 


Everything is going so fine for me that I can't believe it’s not a dream. I hope Lo 
I never wake up. 
eee x 


If people just knew me. I get sick and feel bad and I get depressed, 
you know, just like everyone else from time to time. 
eek KK 


Rock 'n roll music, if vou like it and if you feel it, you can’t help 
but move to it. That’s what happens to me. I can’t help it. 
ko ko 


I watch my audiences and I listen to them and I know that we're 
all getting something out of our system, but none of us knows what 
it is. 

*e EK 


All I want is to be treated as a regular GI. I want to do my duty 


and I’m mighty proud to be given the opportunity to serve my country. 
eek eK 


I never took any singing lessons and the only practicing I ever did 
was on a broomstick before my dad bought me my first guitar. 
kk xx 


AII my life I've always had a nice time. We never had any money 
or nothin’, but I always managed to. . .Ï never had any luxuries, but 
we always. . .we never went hungry, you know. That's somethin' to 
be thankful for, even if you don't have all the luxuries, because there's 
so many people who don't. 

*#**% 


The collars keep the draft off my neck and the capes make me feel like Superman. 
**** 


The only time I feel alive, really alive, is when l'm in front of my audience, my 
people. That's the only time I really feel like Pm human. 
**** 


It wasn’t only like losing a mother, it was like losing a friend, a companion, someone 
to talk to. 
EKK, 


You have to put on a show to draw a crowd. 
**** 


Long after I’m gone, what I did today will be heard by someone. I just want them 
to get the best of what I had. 


aj and Unquote ” 
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Elvis returned to the concert stage (above) for two shows February 25, 1961, at Ellis Auditorium in 
Memphis. He had been away from the spotlights almost three years. He would perform one more 
show a month later in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, then would concentrate on movies until July 31, 1969, 
when he dazzled the world with a triumphant comeback performance at the Las Vegas Hilton. 
####' According to insiders, Elvis said he hand-wrote only “4 or 5 letters” in his entire life. On the 
opposite page, a letter Elvis wrote in April 1961 to Gisela Hoffman in West Germany. OBill E. Burk, 1990 
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Elvis and ”Cilla 


A trim, handsome Elvis and his wife, Priscilla Beaulieu Presley, in Memphis in June 1968. Elvis' 
name for her was “Cilla. Remembering Debra Paget's black hair in his first movie, Love Me Tender, 
Elvis convinced Priscilla to dye her hair black, as well. On graduation from Immaculate Conception 
High School in Memphis in 1963, Priscilla was presented with a Chevrolet Corvair as her gift from 
Elvis. She lived at Graceland five years before they were married on May 1, 1967. Their lone child, 
Lisa Marie, was born February 1, 1968. They were divorced October 9, 1973, but remained good 
friends until Elvis’ death in 1977. She later turned to acting, with roles as co-host of ABC-TV’s “Those 
Amazing Animals” and as Jenna Wade in “Dallas” Priscilla is one of three executors of the El 
Presley estate. 
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During their nine years together, 
Lisa Marie was the apple of Elvis’ 
eye. He worked overtime to spoil 
her, once having a powder blue 
golf cart custom-made and 
painted for her 24 hours before 
giving it to her as a Christmas 
present. Lisa Marie was a ball of 
energy and very unpredictable, 
as when she climbed into a suit- 
case (above) when she was about 
2 (note the bandage on her right 
knee). But even balls of energy 
need to be re-charged, so Lisa 
Marie takes a nap (at right) at 
Graceland. Lisa Marie is the sole 
heir to the Elvis estate. 
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This ls Elvis 


THE FOUR FACES OF ELVIS— Elvis Presley is caught in four different moods as seen in Warner 
Bros. This Is Elvis. Elvis sings the title song from his movie, Loving You, in 1957 (upper left); 
Elvis has his locks shorn upon entering the Army a year later (upper right); on the comeback 
trail in 1968, Elvis makes his first TV appearance in 10 years on an NBC-TV special (lower left); 
an Elvis appears on stage in Rapid City, S.D., in 1977. 


Elvis Images 43 


Warner Bros. (1981) 


SUPERSTAR ON TOUR— In rare films shot by a friend, Elvis is caught in action hitting the 
concert trail, as seen in the Warner Bros. movie, This Is Elvis. Riding in the back of his limousine, 
Elvis swaps chatter with a bodyguard (upper left); Elvis faces mobs when arriving and leaving 
concert halls—here being escorted by long-time associate Joe Esposito (upper right); the King 
bestows a kiss on a fan (lower left); and later Elvis signals the OK sign for heading to his next gig. 
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‘Elvis Taught Me More Than | Taught Him’ 


OnSeptember 9, 1974, Elvis filmed a karate movie in Kang 
Rhee' Institute of Self Defense, then located near Graceland. 

“The movie was Elvis’ idea) said Master Rhee. “He said 
he would like to have a script, but he had no detailed plans. 
He just wanted to do a movie to demonstrate self-defense 
techniques.” 

The movie was shot with Elvis explaining his experiences 
in karate on film. He explained how he had started karate in 
West Germany, earning a Ist degree black belt there. By the 
time he had come under the tutelage of Master Rhee, Elvis 
already had a 4th degree black belt. 

Elvis, as seen on film, had his big toe heavily bandaged as 
the result of an ingrown toenail; and his wrist wrapped to pro- 
tect an infection caused when an overzealous fan had 
scratched him during a concert. 

“The movie ran about 30 minutes; said Master Rhee. “I 


have no idea where it is now” 

Elvis had telephoned Master Rhee in late 1971, saying he 
had heard of the Korean’s reputation in karate and that he 
wanted to learn more. Under Master Rhee, Elvis earned his 
7th degree black belt. 

“Tam still amazed that as powerful a person as Elvis was, 
that each person was important to him)” says Master Rhee. 
“He genuinely cared about other people's opinions and feel- 
ings so much that love could make him well. This is what I 
respected and admired most about Elvis. 

“As a student of the martial arts, Elvis was one of the best. 
He was physically strong and his technique was excellent. 
Elvis was a master entertainer and a master showman, but 
he was also a Master Human Being. 

“He demonstrated love and respect with sincerity and 
humility. Elvis taught me more than I taught him” 
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II” 


Two things about Elvis: (1) he always had time to visit with his many fans from around the world: and (2) he 
did have an eye for beauty. Elvis combined these two things during a backstage visit at the Las Vegas Hilton 
in the early 1970s when he took time to talk things over with Italian beauty Nicla Crippa of Milano and her 
Italian friend. Elvis’ appeal has always been worldwide, despite the fact he only appeared in one country (Canada) 
outside the U. S. There are more than 250 Elvis Presley fan clubs around the world in the 19905. 
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And Now, the Time Has Come... 


Elvis continued being the consummate entertainer, right up to the end. His longtime practice of tossing 
his scarves to his many loving fans crowding the stage was still in practice on the evening of June 23, 
1977, during this concert at Veterans Memorial Auditorium in Des Moines, Iowa. Three nights later, in 
Indianapolis’ Market Square Arena, the curtain would fall on Elvis’ final concert. Through it all, he stood 
tall, and did it his way! 
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1,000,000,000 


Or, Put Another Way 


While no one knows exactly how many Elvis LPs have sold to date, the 
figure most used is “over 1 billion” 

One billion LPs. Like in 1,000,000,000! (Eat your heart out, Michael 
Jackson! You wish!) 


One billion! To help you get a better perspective of what one billion LPs 
means, take these facts into consideration: É 

e Stretched side by side, a billion LPs would reach 
189,394 miles! 

Enough to wrap around the Earth's equator 7.605 times. 
Or around the world, Pole to Pole, 7.61 times 
Across the world, through the Equator, 23.96 times. 
Through the world, Pole to Pole, 23.97 times. 
Reach from London to Moscow, and back, 63.1 times; New York | 
to Los Angeles, and back, 37.9 times; Stockholm to Rome, and back, 78.9 
times. 
45.8 times longer than the Nile River, the world'slongest; and 49.1 
times longer than the Mississippi / Missouri Rivers, longest in the U. S. 
e At today’s (average) LP cost of $8.50, that's $8.5 billion! 
More than the Gross National Product of several countries. 
Using $1 (U. S.) bills, these would wrap around the Equator 32.3 times! 
e A billion LPs would cover 189,394 square miles! 
More than the square miles in 48 of the 50U. S. States. Only 
Alaska (586,400) and Texas (267,339) have more square miles 
than Elvis LPs. 
Squared off, these LPs would cover Elvis’ home state of 
Mississippi 2.225 times; his adopted state of Tennessee 4.48 times, 
Cover 5.15% of the total United States land mass. 
e A billion LPs would weigh 562.5 million pounds. 
Equal to the weight of 3,308,824 average U. S. males. 
Equal to the weight of 5,208,333 average U. S. females. 
e A billion LPs would stack 10,638,298 feet high. 
Taller than any man-made structure in history. 
As tall as an office building — with 1,063,830 floors! 
523.5 times tallerthan Mt. McKinley, tallest in the U. S.; and 
366.4 times taller than Mt. Everest, highest in the whole flippin 
world! 

e A billion LPs is enough for 4.13 LPs for each man, 
woman and child in the U. S.; one LP for each 0.956 
residents of China; one per each 0.2 persons in the 
world! (1987 population estimates) 


Thanks to Library Information Center of Memphis 
Public Library for much-needed assistance with many 
of these statistical facts.) 
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Autograph Section 


(When you see these Elvis friends, have them 
autograph your IMAGES book In the space 
provided here.) 


Elvis & George Klein (Right) 


Elvis & The Jordanaires (Below) 
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Mutographo 


J. D. Sumner & Elvis (Left) 


D. J. Fontana & Elvis 
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Hulographe | | : 


flinim 


Alan Fortas & Elvis 


Elvis & Kathy 
Westmoreland 
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Mutographs 


Elvis & Author Bill E. Burk 


Master Kang Rhee & Elvis 
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SU E. Burk 


EARLY ELVIS: THE HUMES YEARS 


HUMES transporis you back to the innocence of Elvis' days at Humes High School. His best 
friends, classmates, teachers and neighbors tell stories about Elvis they have never told to 
anyone before. Their stories capture the very essence of Elvis during his years of poverty. 
Even then he clung tenaciously to his longtime dream of someday making it. 

Two stories from HUMES were re-created for the NBC-TV series, ““Story Behind the Story,” 
in late 1990. Leading newspapers, magazines and EP fan club newsletters, plus hundreds 
of Elvis fans worldwide, have praised this book as the first in-depth look at Elvis during these 
highly-critical years of personality formation. 

HUMES is the first of a planned EARLY ELVIS trilogy. TUPELO YEARS and SUN YEARS 
are next. Buying HUMES establishes your priority for the trilogy. Hard cover. Cover illustra- 
tion by world-famous Elvis artist Betty Harper. 32 pages of RARE Elvis photos. $16.95“ 


ELVIS WORLD 


Known for its straightforward, factual approach to all things Elvis, this news magazine, which 
began publishing in 1986, quickly established itself among thousands of Elvis fans all across 
the U.S. and in more than 80 foreign countries! Drawing on publisher Bill E. Burk's 20-year 
friendship with Elvis, and 35+ years as a professional photojournalist and nationally-syndicated 
columnist, EW is entertaining, enlightening, energetic. . .bringing you countless RARE stories, 
photographs and facts about the Greatest Entertainer the World has ever known! There are 
book reviews, reports from fan clubs worldwide, an Elvis Youth section (for the young fans), 
and much, much more. . .at unbelievably low subscription rates! Write for EW information. 


DOT...DOT...DOT (THE BEST OF BILL E. BURK) 


This collection of some 100 super stories about Memphis (the city Elvis loved so much) and 
Memphians contain 2 classic Elvis stories, plus an authoritative 4-part series on Memphis 
Music (and the role Elvis piayed in making it the greatest, plus other Elvis-related stories). 
Includes a photo of Elvis only moments before donning a tuxedo to attend the Humes High 
School senior prom in 1953! Absolutely the most penetrating book about Memphis ever printed, 
written by a journalist who grew up on its streets and knew its alleys by their nicknames! 


Hard cover. 230 pages. 16 photo pages. $16.95* 
(“Add $2.00 Shipping Charges in U.S.; Add $5.00 Outside U.S.) 


TO ORDER: Send Cash, Check, Money Order; or charge to your Visa or MasterCard (be 
sure to include your Card Number and Expiration Date). 


All Checks Payable To: BURK ENTERPRISES, Box 16792, Memphis, TN 38186 USA. 
(Tenn. Residents, Add 73490 Sales Tax) 


ISBN 1-879207-00-1 
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